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- UK market: 
Overview on the UK's economy with a review of the most important geographical, economic and 

demographic indicators. 

 
The following table shows the most important geographical, economic and demographic indicators 

of UK: 

Geographical Indicators 
Value Indicator 
243,610Km2 Land Area 
Western Europe, islands - including the northern one-sixth of 
the island of Ireland - between the North Atlantic Ocean and the 
North Sea; northwest of France 

Location 

Economical Indicators 
Value Indicator 

$ 3,8 Trillion (2024) GDP 
0.4% (2024) Annual growth of 

GDP (%) 
Agriculture 0.6%, Industry 17.5%, and Services 72.5% GDP by Sector 

(2023) 
2.5% (2024) Inflation rate 
4.4% (2024) Unemployment 

rate 
$1.070.5 billion (2024) Total Exports 
Cars, gold, gas turbines, packaged medicine, petroleum  

Main Exported 
Commodities 

USA 14 %,China 8%, Germany 8%, 7%, Netherlands 7%, 
Ireland 7%   

Exports – Partners 

$1.137.6 billion  (2024) Total Imports 

Cars, gold, crude petroleum, refined petroleum, natural gas  
Main Imported  
Commodities 

China , USA , Germany ,  France, Area Nes, Italy. Imports – 
Partners 

Demographical Indicators 
Value Indicator 
68,459,055 (2024) Population 
0.45%(2024) Population growth 

rate 

34.805 Dollar per year (2023) 
Average income 
per capita 
Source: 1. The World FactBook 
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- Production  
 

The apparel industry in the United Kingdom has witnessed a change over the last ten years. The most 

prominent of these was the shift to depend on the production units outside UK in an effort to reduce 

production costs and restore the ability to compete in the international markets. This explains the 

increasing reliance on imports from the least expensive sources.  

 
The apparel sales in UK reached to 85.85 Billion in 2024 making it the third-largest apparel and 

footwear market worldwide after the United States and China. This represents a notable milestone 

for the industry, especially when contextualized within the broader global market. 

It is worth mentioning that in the last few years, the British market has shifted from apparel industry 

to specialize in the fashion industry and fashion design for all types of apparel. 

The fashion industry remains synonymous with creativity and luxury. Iconic brands such as 

Burberry, Alexander McQueen, and Vivienne Westwood continue to lead on the global stage, while 

emerging designers like Molly Goddard and Craig Green push the boundaries of innovation. And 

also brands such as Primark, River Island, and Next dominate, offering affordable and stylish options 

for the masses. Meanwhile, department stores like Selfridges and Harrods continue to cater to 

luxury shoppers, blending heritage with modernity. 

  

- Consumption  

 
 Consumer spending in the United Kingdom increased to 389219 GBP Million in the fourth quarter 

of 2024 from 388728 GBP Million in the third quarter of 2024. Consumer Spending in the United 
Kingdom averaged 212054.01 GBP Million from 1955 until 2024, reaching an all-time high of 

389219.00 GBP Million in the fourth quarter of 2024 and a record low of 74229.00 GBP Million in 

the first quarter of 1955. 

The following figure shows the consumer spending on apparels during the period (2020-2024): 

 
 

https://www.cia.gov 
                 2. ons 
https://www.ons.gov.uk 

https://www.cia.gov/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/nationalaccounts/balanceofpayments/bulletins/uktrade/october2024?utm_sourc.com
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/nationalaccounts/balanceofpayments/bulletins/uktrade/october2024?utm_sourc.com
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spending-kingdom/consumer-https://tradingeconomics.com/united 

 
Trade Movement in UK for Apparel 

 
1- With Countries all over the world: 

Imports - Apparel, Clothing - Knitted or Crocheted and non-Knitted and crocheted . in the United 

Kingdom decreased from 20,277,918 Million dollar in 2023 to 19,673,446.00 Million dollar in 2024. 

The exports also decreased from 4,109,260 million dollar in December 2023 to 3,658,112 in 

December 2024. 

 

UK Imports UK Exports 

The value 

US Dollar 
Country 

The value 

US Dollar 
Country 

                

19,673,446.00  

 

Total Imports 

                 

3,658,112.00  

 

Total Exports 

5,003,636.00 

 
China 

480,969.00 

 
Ireland 

https://tradingeconomics.com/united-kingdom/consumer-spending
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Source: ITC 

 

                  

3,924,228.00  

 

Bangladesh 

                    

424,056.00  

 

USA 

                  

1,556,544.00  

 

Turkey 

                    

367,262.00  

                     

France 

                  

1,198,380.00  

 

India  
                    

314,242.00  

 

Netherlands 

                  
1,083,710.00  

 

Cambodia  
                    

309,395.00  

 

Italy 

                  

1,067,242.00  

 

Viet Nam 
                    

233,378.00  

 

Germany 

                  

1,022,571.00  

 

Italy 

                    

187,564.00  

 

Republic of 

Korea 

                     

947,231.00  

 

Pakistan 
                    

130,428.00  

 

China 

                     

510,176.00  

 

Sri Lanka 
                    

118,464.00  

 

Spain 

                     

370,773.00  

 

Portugal 

                    

104,807.00  

 

United Arab 

Emirates 
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2- Trade Movement between  UK for Apparel (Knits) and other countries from all 

over the world in (2020 – 2024): 

The following table shows the most important imported/exported apparel (knits) from /to 

UK. The table shows that the most important exports from UK of this chapter are the 

Jerseys, pullovers, cardigans, waistcoats, whose imports amounted to 2,798,813 million 

dollar , while the exports amounted to 455,953 million dollar in 2024. 

 

 
Imports of apparel (knitted) in United Kingdom in (2022-2024 )  

Source : ITC 

 
 

Exports of appare (knitted) in United Kingdom in (2022-2024 ) 
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3- Trade Movement between UK for Apparel (Woven) and other countries from all 

over the world in 2020-2024: The following table shows UK's exports and imports for apparel 

(woven), Women's suits and jackets showed the highest value of UK's imports which amounted to 

2,634,426 million dollar in 2024, at the same year it showed the highest value of UK's exports 

which amounted to 635,893 millon dollar. 

 

 
 

Imports of apparel (woven) in United Kingdom in (2022-2024 )  
Source : ITC 

 
Exports of apparel (woven) in United Kingdom in (2022-2024 )  

 

4- Trade Movement for Apparel between UK and Egypt in (2022-2024): 

 

United Kingdom Exports of apparel knit or crocheted to Egypt was US$2,1 million in 2024, 

decreased by 12% compared to US$2,39 million in 2023. While Egypt Exports to United Kingdom 

was US$109,8 Million in 2024 increased by 19,86% compared to US$91,6 million in 2023. 
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As a sign of the development of the trade movement between Egypt and UK of this item, it should 

be noted that the total Egyptian exports to UK from this chapter during the last three years 

amounted to 287 million dollar; while during the same period, the imports amounted to 6,8 million 

dollar. Egyptian exports to UK in 2024 reached the highest value of 109,8 million dollar . The 

following figure shows the evolution of trade between Egypt and UK for apparel during the last 

three years : 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a- Trade Movement for Apparel (Knits) between UK and Egypt in (2022-2024): 
The following table shows the trade movement for apparel(knits) between Egypt and UK, it noted 

that the Egyptian exports of this chapter amounted to 62,714 million US dollar in 2024, topped by 

product Code 6109 (T-shirts and vests ) with 28,279 million US dollar. 
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Exports of apparel (knit) from egypt to United Kingdom in (2022-2024 )  

 

Exports of apparel (knit) from United Kingdom to egypt in (2022-2024 )  
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b- Trade Movement for Apparel (Woven) between UK and Egypt in (2022-2024): 

The following table shows the trade movement for apparel (woven) between Egypt and UK; it noted 

that the Egyptian exports of this chapter amounted to 47,410 million dollar during 2024. Topped 

product Code 6203 (Men's suits and jackets) which amounted to 23,616 million dollar. Almost half of 

Egypt's apparel exports to UK in 2024. 
 

 

Exports of apparel (woven) from egypt to United Kingdom in (2022-2024 ) 
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Exports of apparel (woven) from United Kingdom to Egypt in (2022-2024 )  
 

Technical requirements 

 
UK applies its imports for apparel from the world to EU's requirements and legislations including 

the health and safety requirements. 

Apparels exporters and importers in UK works according to the technical committee of the 

European Clothing Association's quality standards like: 

 ISO 3759, 5077, 6330. 

  Washing/tumbling. 

 Colour fastness. 
 ISO 105. 

 ISO 3758. 

 Care Labeling. 

And other standards you could find through these websites: 

www.iso.org, www.standarduk.com 

 

Tariffs on Egyptian Exports for apparels: 

Egyptian exports for apparels exempt from tariffs under UK-Egypt Association Agreement 

It’s an Agreement establishing an Association between the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

Northern Ireland and the Arab Republic of Egypt, the following table shows UK tariffs on apparels: 

 

 

http://www.iso.org/
http://www.standarduk.com/
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HS Code 
Main Tariff applied on imports 

from Egypt  

Tariff applied on Egypt under UK-

Egypt Association agreement 

6101 12% 0 

6102 12% 0 

6103 12% 0 

6104 12% 0 

6105 12% 0 

6106 12% 0 

6107 12% 0 

6108 12% 0 

6109 12% 0 

6110 

Except  

611011 

12% 0 

11,33% 0 

611120 

611130 

611190 

10% 

10% 
0 

11.20% 0 

611211 

611212 

611219 

611220 

12% 0 

611231 

611239 

611241 

611249 

10% 0 

6113 10% 0 

6114 12% 0 

6115 

Except 

611510 

12% 0 

10% 0 

6116 

Except 

611610 

8% 0 

5.33% 0 

6117 

Except 

611780 

12% 0 

10% 0 

6201 12% 0 

6202 12% 0 

6203 12% 0 

6204 12% 0 

6205 12% 0 

6206 12% 0 

6207 12% 0 

6208 12% 0 

6209 10% 0 

6210 12% 0 
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Except 

621010 
8% 0 

6211 12% 0 

6212 6% 0 

6213 10% 0 

6214 8% 0 

6215 6.30% 0 

6216 0% 0 

621710 

Except 

621790 

6% 0 

12% 0 

 

 

Key Distribution Channels for Egyptian Apparel Exports to the UK in 2024: 
 

1. Trade Exhibitions and Buyer Engagements: Egyptian apparel exporters actively participated 

in international trade fairs to showcase their products and establish connections with UK 

buyers. Notably, the Cairo Fashion & Tex exhibition in October 2024 attracted around 500 

international buyers, including those from the UK, leading to export deals expected to 

exceed $30 million . Additionally, Egyptian companies took part in the Fashion London 

exhibition, presenting new designs tailored for international markets and engaging in bilateral 

meetings with major importers. 

 

2. Government and Institutional Support: The Egyptian government and industry bodies played 

a pivotal role in promoting exports.  Their initiatives included organizing participation in 

international exhibitions and facilitating connections between Egyptian exporters and UK 

importers . 

 

3.  Digital Platforms and Market Access: Efforts were made to enhance digital connectivity 

between Egyptian exporters and international buyers.  For instance, the Export 

Development Bank launched the “ebank-Tradeword.com” platform to connect small and 

medium exporters with importers, aiming to expand market access and streamline trade 

processes. 

 

Recommendations: 

  .Adopt Sustainable and Resource-Efficient Production 

The UK market places a high value on sustainability.  Egyptian manufacturers can gain a competitive 

edge by embracing resource-efficient production methods.  SGS Egypt offers services to help 

businesses in the textile and leather industry develop more sustainable supply chains, including 

assessments, gap analyses, and training programs 

 British consumer always looking for new styles with high quality, which will open more 

opportunities to the importers and the suppliers. 

 participate in International Trade Exhibitions 

Engaging in international trade fairs is crucial for connecting with UK buyers.  The Cairo Fashion 

& Tex exhibition, for instance, attracted approximately 500 international buyers in 2024, leading 
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to export deals expected to exceed $30 million. Also the international exhibitions which 

periodically organized  in UK and joined by producers and importers in UK, Specialized 

exhibitions are recognized through these following website: 

 www.ntradeshows.com/fashion/united-kingdom 

  .Collaborate with Export Councils 

The Apparel Export Council of Egypt (AECE) plays a pivotal role in supporting manufacturers in 

export development, including capacity building and international promotion.  Engaging with 

AECE can provide valuable insights and support for penetrating the UK market. 

 Prepare electronic catalogues for the apparel products. 

 

http://www.ntradeshows.com/fashion/united-kingdom

